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Louis Daniel Armstrong aka “Pops”, “Satchmo” &
“Ambassador Satch”

Armstrong was born on August 4,
1901 1n a poor section of New Or-
leans nicknamed ““I'he Battlefield”.
In 1912, he was sent to the Col-
ored Wait’s Home where he
learned to play the cornet. As his
reputation grew, he replaced Joe
“King” Oliver in Kid Ory’s band.
He also played on the rniverboats
where he met legends such as Bix

Beiderbecke.

He moved to Chicago in 1922 to
join King Ohver’s Creole Jazz
Band as second cornet, where he
stayed for 2 years. He left to join
Fletcher Henderson’s Orchestra in
New York where he trans-

formed them

i

into the first swing jazz big band.

'T'he next year he returned to Chi-
cago where he switched to the
trumpet. Together with his Hot
Five and later Hot Seven bands
they produced 60 records; some of
the most important and mfluential
jazz recordings. He sang on these
records which helped to popularise
scatting.

As the demand for Swing music
died down 1n the ‘40s, he started
working with smaller ensembles. It
was 1n the ‘50s that he earned the
nickname “Ambassador Satch”,
touring all over the world, per-
forming 300 nights a

year.

Pops
was the
tirst, as
both a jazz
musician and an
African-American, to write an au-
tobiography 1n 1936 as well as host
a nationally sponsored radio show
the next year. In 1957 he spoke out
against racial segregation 1n an ar-
ticle that ran all over the country:

His career continued until 1968
where he health started to decline.
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The only count I know 1s Count Basie.
—Dawn Hampton

William Basie was born on 21st August 1904 in New Jersey. As a child 1904
he learned to play the piano. He dropped out of high school to work for
a vaudeville at a local theatre, operating the lights as well as improvised —

plano accompaniment for silent films. 'T'his theatre would later become

the Count Basie Theatre. 26

Basie moved to New York where he joined a vaudeville group and APRIL
toured with them until he got stuck in Kansas City after they disbanded. 1984
He joined Walter Page’s Blue Dewils in 1928 where he was mntroduced to

the big band sound.

In 1935 he joined Bennie Moten’s band until Moten passed in 1935. He AGED
would then form his own 9 piece band, Barons of Rhythm. The band 79
had regular performances and were on the radio often.

It was during one of the radio broadcasts
where he was called “Count” so as to match his
contemporaries Duke Ellington and Earl
Hines. The band was renamed The Count
Basie Orchestra in 1937 when they made their
first recording;

Durmg the swing downtime of the “50s, Basie
was forced to dishand his orchestra. For the

next two years, he lead smaller ensembles. After
this period he reformed his orchestra, leading
them to produce some of their best work.

Basie lead the band for almost 50 years, record-
g over 480 albums. He was a pianist known
for his understated yet captivating style and was

saxophone and emphasising rhythm sections.

Count Basie was the first African-American to
be awarded a Grammy 1n 1958, the first of 9.
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